Establishing the Freedom Movement

May 9, 2010

Not a week goes by that | don’t receive multiplguities as to why |
became involved in fighting the interior designtelrand how the
interior design Freedom Movement started. I'm aofattorney, not a
lobbyist, never wanted to be a political actividim just an interior
designer who couldn’t bear to see the entire iotediesign industry
. destroyed. Yes, interior design is more than dsemr, but it's also
more than just being able to read codes. All desg want their

) clients to be safe in their spaces, but our oppishénve to deny the
aesthetlc aspects of the profession smacks ofdadonfidence in their ability, vision,
and creativity.

| now find myself in a totally unforeseen careeeducating, organizing and mobilizing
grassroots and traveling the country with pinkggimot and pink boxing gloves in tow.

Last month, after sharing my story with a fellowsidmer, she said, “That’s so inspiring.
You should write a book.” So after giving it sot@ught, | decided to craft not a book
but instead a short autobiographical documentaryiclwidetails my motivation,
experience, and the pathway to protecting the dessghmunity’s rights to earn a living.

It's been one wild rollercoaster ride, but secomtlydo motherhood, no other endeavor

has ever been so gratifying. | know, we’re notiragiicancer or solving world peace, but
saving thousands of jobs, well, that’s a good thing

The Beqginnings of the Movement

Like many other interior designers, | entered tieddfas a second career [to be precise
third, the first in business and second as a wal@rcartist/teacher]. | started out
“decorating” for friends and family, which in timked to more technical “design,”
including new construction projects. Experiencegtd me a lot; | improved as time
went on, my clients were delighted with the resuttstheir homes and commercial
spaces, and | never once jeopardized anyone’sysafetlecided to pursue a 2-year
interior design program — while still practicinge-continue to learn more, particularly in
some of the more technical areas. Ak students at the New Hampshire Institute of Art
(where | am now adjunct faculty) were like me —eeimy the field as a second career.
When the Interior Design Department Head, Phoebe M@iswenter, first introduced the
concept of interior design licensing, | was apphli@s was she) at the idea for
philosophical (unnecessary, one-size-fits-all restms) and personal (prohibit me from
practicing) reasons, but since my state was natlaged, | took notice but not action.

It wasn't until spring 2005, that rumors beganrilyithrough the design community that
the New Hampshire Interior Design Coalition (NHID@jas finalizing their draft
legislation for a practice act in my state. | pdnNHIDC that summer to learn the
specifics of the bill and voice my opinion. | aiteed meetings for about a year, speaking
up, asking questions, and voicing concerns. It atagnh NHIDC meeting in May 2006
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that the president of the NHIDC, Maria Perron, told at | was paranoid and demanded
that | stop asking the same questions at everyingeeHello? | wouldn’'t have been
asking the same questions if | had received anwenssother than, “We’ll worry about
thatafter the bill is passed.” Needless to say, that wasatsteNHIDC meeting | attended.

During my tenure as a member of NHIDC, | had regebfiHIDC’s information to my
colleagues to educate them as to the true motiveébeoNH bill and how it would
negatively impact them. Surprisingly, NHIDC ned&xt to remove me from their
mailing list even after | did not renew my membgusand they continued to send me
their strategies and inside information for manynths, which naturally | shared with my
colleagues — much to those colleagues amusement.

In the fall of 2006, NHIDC'’s practice act was irdueed to the legislature. If enacted,
this bill would have become thmost restrictiveinterior design law in the country. The
overwhelming majority of successful, practicing idesrs in NH did not possess the
arbitrary qualifying criteria listed in the bill dnwvould have lost their ability to earn a
living. NH students would never quality with thdllas written. | consistently brought
the issue up with my colleagues, and yes, everysas outraged, but no one did
anything. Eventually | came to the conclusion thabmething was going to be done, |
would just have to do it myself.

In December of 2006, | obtained an “official” copy the bill, HB 881, and from that
point on, became the point man on this issue. Ughdb point, the only thing remotely
“political” | had ever done was vote! | no ideaeavh to start, but | knew I just couldn’t
sit by idly and let NHIDC and ASID [their main fuimgd) source] put me out of business —
and for no good reason, since there is no eviddratgegulations benefits the public!

In January 2007, | registered the name “Live Free
and Design!* an [amusing] adaptation of the New
Hampshire state motto “live free or die,” and thus
began the New Hampshire grassroots opposition
which spurred the current national Freedom
Movement. | invited 10 designers and students to
. our first meeting. It
Live Freeimd Design: Debhiz B kﬁi_ " snowballed from there.
Lisa Dougherty, Donne Boemer My role was that of 1
clearing house for n
information, researcher, educator, and most ofnaditivator.
| had to constantly keep the pressure on the gratssrand it
was a tremendous amount of work, but within a feeeks,
Live Free and Design had grown dramatically. Mystfi
mass-distribution email to the New Hampshire desi
community returned a multltu_de of positive reSPENS . % Desin Elle Detis
thanking me for spearheading this effort and pleg@upport pey callzhan Bonmie Buresss
to defeat the bill. | was so encouraged! ' )

-

! hitp://www.livefreeanddesign.org/
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A major turning point came in February, when RoW@éliams, president of the New

Hampshire Institute of Art, handed me a copy of igitute for Justice’Pesigning

Cartels? | look back on that day as the key to the erfireedom Movement. That

document rocked my world! No longer was | a loné® crying out in the wilderness. |
E— was beyond ecstatic at having such an incrediblayaof factual,
B3N empirical, and statistical information to use asramition.

' Dﬁ%ﬁ" Being so immensely impressed and invigoratedDegigning Cartels)

—== == decided to investigate the 1J website. Once impticed that it was
possible to request assistance by filling out anfdr petition. It was
clearly stated that due to the large number of inneg) 1J was unable to take on most of
the cases. But I figured, hey, nothing venturethimg gained, right? 1 filled out and
mailed off the petition, and immediately proceette@ut it out of my mind.

You can imagine my surprise a couple of weeks latehnile

vacationing in Mexico, when | was contacted sevenags via emalil
and also phone messages by Clark Neily, SeniorAgtoat 1J, who
informed me that he was indeed interested in hglpne defeat the
“awful proposed interior design legislation themeNew Hampshire.”
My family will attest to the fact that | screamedES!” jumped up

and did the happy dance around that Puerto Valtetzl room! Neily and Morrow
FL town hall mestmg

That was the beginning of what has become an egtyeeifective working relationship.
The Institute for Justice has proven to be an umdale ally in our pursuit of freedom to
design, and Clark has been a patient mentor, adarsbfriend.

Back in New Hampshire, a hearing was set for MatBl. After only 7 weeksof
grassroots organizing, Live Free and Design was noowe than twice as large as
NHIDC, which had been organizing and working tovedidensure for over years

The day of the hearing produced a large turnowippbsition, quite to NHIDC’s surprise

—and utter dismay. Clark Neily flew in to testifytestified, and the NH Liberty Alliance

helped prepare several of my group to testify. Quyup was substantially better
prepared and our testimonies were more professiandl factual. The proponents’

testimonies seemed scattered, rhetorical, voidaofsf and they were unable to give
legitimate answers to the Committee’s questionss tlhe Committee adjourned the
hearing to consider their vote, it was obvious lidhat Live Free and Design had won
the day. NHIDC leadership was visibly distraudhter lamenting in a memo to their
members that they had no idea there was so mucbstjgm. The next week, after a
brief Sub-Committee hearing, which my group alsterated, the committee voted
overwhelmingly that the bill was “inexpedient tgiglate.® The good guys had won!

2 http://www.ij.org/images/pdf folder/economic_libgithterior-Design-Study.pdf
3 http://www.livefreeanddesign.org/HB 881 - INEXPEMNE TO LEGISLATE.pdf
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The Establishing of the Movement

After the defeat of HB 881, | returned to the wodflinterior design, but | was too
passionate about the injustices and callousedutisin of lives caused by the licensing
scheme to completely remove myself. | stayed intaxt with Clark Neily and other
activists, and quite soon | was contacted by desggm Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and
Michigan, who were also facing practice acts, ratjng my help in defeating them, just
as | had done in NH. It was soon discovered thhadd a knack for educating and
inspiring designers to organize grassroots opmusitand became known as a sort of
“trainer.” | also testified at hearings and bedahbying legislators on behalf of my
colleagues in other states, and soon got the niokridother of the Movement.”

In May of 2007, | contacted Ed Nagorsky, General
<Ry ﬁ Council for the National Kitchen and Bath
Y - = Associatiori, and that was the beginning of the
Ve s . o alliance | affectionately call “The Cartel Crushérs

We three work together on a national level to tesis
repeal, or strike down interior design regulations,
and have worked to get a total of 28 national
organizations on board with our crusade. | can't
say enough good things about Clark and Ed; they
are two of the finest people I've ever worked with
in spite of the fact that they are lawyers. They'v
taught me a lot about constitutional law, how to
analyze legislation, and (unbeknownst to them) howriple the amount of words one
can squeeze into one sentence. At one point linvesy car, on a conference call with
them and another attorney. When | got off the, gal}y daughter said, “Mommy, how
come you talk so fast now?” | said, “Sweetie, [itrause | have to talk to lawyers all the
time now, so when | get a window of opportunitjralve to try and get in as many words
as | can, while I have an opening.” She just did of those, “whatever” eye-rolls.

—r—
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Nagorsky, Morrow_ Neily

I've had the privilege of working with many wondglrteaders of other organizations, to
protect their members’ rights to earn an honesgtdiv The Designer Society of America,
the Real Estate Staging Association, Interior Rigmesindustry Specialists, the
Association of Design Education, the Interior Des&pciety, the Association of Interior
Design Professionals, the Foodservice Equipmentribigors Association, the North
American Association of Food Equipment, Decoratibgn, and Liberty for PA
Designers are just a few of the alliances thatn caunt on to assist us in defeating
legislation across the country. In addition, & the number of individual members of
the design community that have worked side-by-sidte me would fill an entire page,
and even then, | would be afraid I'd missed someobastly, | have the best Board of
Directors in the world, always ready to share tiagas, always having my back.

4 NKBA Position Statemenhttp://www.idpcinfo.org/NKBA_Position Statement.pdf
® List of organizations opposelttp://idpcinfo.wordpress.com/2010/04/04/patti-naovrid pc-lists-
opposition-to-interior-design-legislation-requlatio
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But | digress.... back to August 2007... | wrote a bcaiitled
Getting Grassroots Galvaniz&da training manual for grassroo
opposition, which | was invited to present as tlegriote speaker a
the “Pulling the Curtains on the Interior Designr@l’ national
conference hosted by the Institute for JusticeGh3ptember 2007.

Designin
LibgT g

the IJ conference, found that NHIDC submitted aeothll — the same year

in which their practice act was defeated, but tinie a title act. We were not

terribly surprised; directly following the defedttbeir bill in March, NHIDC
president Maria Perron had written to her memb@&mice NH isn't the most agreeable
state toward licensure, it was added that we magtwa begin with a title act and move
inconspicuously toward a practice act within a few years.(femphasis added)
Unfortunately, that kind of under-the-radar applo&ca hallmark of the pro-regulation
camp. So we were ready.... Again, Live Free and gvesias mobilized and we were
able to get the new title act withdrawn by the Hodules Committee and denied a
hearing. Clearly, the Rules Committee understbad this was just another attempt to
impose regulation on interior designers in New Hahme and an effort to circumvent
the legislature which had already voiced its decighat regulation was not needed.

¢ As they say, you just can't kill interior desigrl&j and upon my return from

By the end of 2007, | had assisted in the defe&t4obills, and no new legislation had
been enacted. After giving it a lot of thoughtoward November | made an “official”
decision to make jump in with both feet and make #thcareer change, and began the
intensive research required into forming a 501 (@6profit business league. My belief
is that the most effective way to stop the proéitem of the licensing scheme
spearheaded and funded by the American Societyntefiér Designers (ASID), who
have a national, long range, patient agenda, ist ftar be attacked head-on by another
national organization which is equally or even meassionate about this issue and
willing to fight hard and long. | have that passind | founded that organization.

0 The Interior Design Protection Councif (IDPC) was
‘I DP founded on March 25, 2008. With input from our
attorney, | wrote _ L ;

and implemented the bylaws; | also crafted t ,.1'
business plan, strategy plan, fundraising plan aft
other documents, set up the board of directors, &
while simultaneously working to organize ne
grassroots opposition across the country and resiSt¥
legislation. Since its inception, | have been thes
Executive Director of IDPC; I run the day-to-daj.¥
operations in the New Hampshire headquarters, & : - .

keep designers across the country apprised of naggersky @d Morow, MD town hall meetng

® Getting Grassroots GalvanizeBatti Morrow 200http://www.livefreeanddesign.org/Book.html
"Designing Liberty Conference, Institute for Justite://www.livefreeanddesign.org/PR-Conf-NH.html
8 http://www.idpcinfo.org/
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legislation, bill analysis, and assist them in heag out to their legislators; | also travel
across the country to train grassroots groups,dioate rallies, testify at state hearings,
lobby legislators, participate in fundraisers, d&odd town hall meetings, frequently with
my colleague and friend Ed Nagorsky of the NKBA.

When | first started publicizing and marketing IDPEd telling other
R designers what | was doing, | was met by horrifiggps. “You're taking on
“ ASID... THE ASID? But you're just one little person and there such a
giant in the industry, how can you possibly suc@8etthey said, clearly
thinking I'd lost my mind. It's a David vs. Goliatscenario, for sure. But,
perhaps like David, | have a different perspectiv@nce they’re so big, how could |
possibly miss...? A big part of what IDPC does iskpose ASID’s hidden agenda to
cartelize interior design and reveal their mislagdfforts to accomplish their mission.

ASID published a “Messaging Guide directing their members to avoid
“engaging the opponent.” Subsequent to my “RebuttaASID’s Messaging
Guide” ASID removed their Guide from their website;

ASID'’s licensing scheme does not include their oMiired Members, but yet the
Allied are required to pay a mandatory “legislaticassessment every year,
essentially funding their own demise. After we &@egxposing this duplicity, a
mass exodus of ASID members bedameading to ASID’s backpedaling and
formation of a “new legislation positior”

ASID’s misleading (or perhaps misunderstanding)yais of the Florida court
decision was met head-on by IDPC, providing desgrand the public with
accurate information about how the ruling creatgmiScant new opportunities
for nonlicensees to work in commercial settifgs.

Over the years, I've endured lots of venomous, yirsonal attackdfrom members of
the cartel(“If you can’t answer a man’s arguments, all is dost; you can still call him
vile names.” Elbert Hubbard) and told to do things that are eweén anatomically
possible. And — much to my surprise — have on siocabeen on the receiving end of
caustic remarks from a few egocentric activists whgport to be on the side of freedom.
But all-in-all, the only hits that have stopped dogward progress, are the truth and facts
that the Freedom Movement has used to beat badatted’s licensing scheme.

° Rebuttal to ASID’s Message Guijd@atti Morrow,http://www.docstoc.com/docs/30543201/Rebuttine-
ASIDs-Interior-Design-Legislation-Messaging

1 Group Resigns from AS|Patti Morrow
http://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/evaluate /pidikl CSPIRMKwbTBSdAN3XcQ862

1 ASID: Backpedaling as Fast as They Can, Patti Marro
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs060/1102107213116/archive/1102491316955.html

2 5pin Cycle Patti Morrow http://www.docstoc.com/docs/31809022/SPIN-CY CLEtfdas-Interior-
Design-Licensing-Cartel-Gets-Hung-Out-to-Dry

13 Florida Designers Go Berserlatti Morrow,http://www.docstoc.com/docs/30623586/Patti-Morrosv-v
Frustrated-Florida-Licensed-Deisgners




Since 2006, IDPC and our allies have enjoyed tHevitng successes:

Over 100 attempts to expand or enact new intemsigih regulations have been
defeated or derailed,

Not a single new title or practice act has passed,;

In 2007 the Alabama practice act was declared wiitational, and in 2009 their
remaining title law was enjoined from being enfafrcagainst unregulated
designers;

All 5 states that had enacted “pure” title lawstniesng the title “Interior
Designer” have seen their laws declared unconstitat or have had to amended
their statutes to repair the constitutional deéext avoid a legal challenge;
Virtually all new bills are being introduced witlx@mptions for residential scope
of practice, and are not attempting to restricttithe “Interior Designer;”

ASID backpedaled their legislation policy in Mar@009 to adjust to the PR
nightmare created by IDPC’s targeting, educating] ancouraging the mass
exodus of their Allied members;

In a February 4, 2010 court ruling, Judge Hinkteck down the title provision of
Florida’s interior design law and created significanew opportunities for
nonlicensees to work in commercial settings;

The Institute for Justice has filed an appeal whictuccessful, will strike down
what's left of the Florida practice act, and IDP@sHiled an Amicus brief to
assist in that effort.

‘WHAT MORE DO THEY WANT?” whines one self-anointed

“professional interior designer” in his blog, aftetuctantly acknowledging

our numerous victories, debasing our fight to eamhonest living as

“vitriol,” and melancholically conceding that weeanot going to go away.
No need to guess — that’s an easy one: We wailit!! We can (and are) doing it all,
and we won'’t stop until we have free access tdl #@verywhere. The pro-regulation
faction is free to continue with their unproductieejorative mantra, sneering that
anyone who is not NICDQ certified is a mere “detora but neither formal studi&s
nor history, nor current success stories bear dat“What separates the truly great
designers from the mediocre is artistic vision, rotsuperior ability to place air
conditioning units where they will not obstruct wtuhair access*® We will not sit
back idly and watch interior design be morphed interior architecture. The time has
come for the cartel to admit that their protectsbrgenda has failed, and they will have
to compete on the basis of work produced, rathean tim governmental interference. It's
the American way. It's free market enterprisewadrks. Get with it.

1 Designed to Misleadnstitute for Justice,

http://www.ij.org/images/pdf folder/other_pubs/dgsdtomislead.pdf

15 Attorney Robert Kry, IDPC Amicus Brief in Floridsppeal of Unconstitutional Interior Design Law,
http://www.idpcinfo.org/Amicus_Brief_of Interior_B&n_Protection_Council_.pdf
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Over recent years, we've also managed to attratiesmuch-needed
media attention to this issue. My writings, viesrsd accomplishments
with regard to regulation have appeared in the V&itket Journal,
~ Design Trad® magazine, Window Fashion Visidh,Lansing State
ﬁ Journal, Grand Rapids Press, Liberty and Lau€itchen & Bath
Business, Monday Morning Quarter Back, Tlanti Licensing
~— Agitator, archBoston.org, Liberty Conspirac -
WTPL-The Pulse, Against the Grain, The BusineBE
Exchange, Lightways, the Hooksett Banner, CapiteeWy, Interiors =&
& Sources, ASID Design Daily, Kalamazoo GazettésiMormation :
& Design Regulation, Designing Cartels Through ©esisip,
ABC/KOMO News Inside Out, FEDA News, CT News Jun&n., :
blogs too numerous to count, and many other meshaes.

Designing Freedom

| .- | would be remiss if at this point | did not memtiony family’s
 sacrifices and support. | morphed from designeratdivist,
4 seemingly overnight, frequently working up to 16ut® a day,
@" . weekends, and lots of traveling, and it's beengddjustment for
l\ i them. My husband is a high-level director in orfette largest
S international pharmaceutical companies and has avyhéravel
schedule, yet he tries to work aroumady travel schedule d
whenever possible, as well as pitching in with nmamel
household chores and carpooling — all so that | fogimt the
good fight. What | appreciate most of all is tlnst rever F
seldom complains about my lack of income (conttarywhat the £
cartel has published, the Institute for Justice haispaid me |
$250,000 — the IDPC Executive Director positiorvaguntary). §
As for my two cherished children, their meals traosed from
healthful, no-white-sugar, no-white-flour culinamasterpieces to frozen pizza, spaghetti
O’s, and fish sticks. Well, at least they stilinth I'm the “funest” mom in the world!

The Future of the Movement

\ The Freedom Movement is excited, energized andnehkpg (those areur
. three E’s). The momentum is definitely in our favand we will continue
“. tracking and beating back legislation across thetry.

Interior Design is a dynamic profession that ced&ds innovation, creativity an(?;-_._
diversity. ASID’s attempt to impose its one-si#is-all licensing scheme on th f,#
profession could not be more contrary to those esallAnyone can access ar »'
read codes, but not everyone has the talent anohvistakes to be an interiol 4"
designer. The cartel's long-range plan threatens CbmnstitutionalIy-protectedE

right to freely convey our vision, concepts andagléo consumers. Regulation

'8 Designing FreedopPatti Morrow, Design Trade Magazine, 2007
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/30550461/Interior-Daskreedom

" Insurgence of the Independerféatti Morrow, Window Fashions Vision, 2008
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/30549716/Oppositionrigrior-Design-Licensing
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our industry is not needed or wanted, and everytmdmat goes by, legislators are
agreeing withour position. No designer left behind!

We believe the future of interior design, whichoprio the Freedom Movement was
determined to be a foregone spiral down into thgulegion abyss, is anything but.
We've proved that regulation is needed, and it ncestainly is NOT inevitable, and the
30-year insidious web spread by ASID over the desigmmunity is being pulled apart,
one regulatory strand at a time.

It's true....one voice can make a difference. Miné. dYours can, too. If you get
nothing else from reading this documentary of myrp@y, | hope you get this: please
participate in the process to affect the outcomedesire.

“If all the good guys ran away when things got tbhuthe bad guys would win.”
(Stella Cameron)

It's not as hard or as scary as some people taimik many of the grassroots activists that
I've trained have actually called it “fun” and haveme away feeling empowered, instead
of victimized.

@m
“What rights are those that dare not resist formf® (P31 |
Lord Alfred Tennyson

What rights indeed!

Fatti Morrow

Patti Morrow

Executive Director

INTERIOR DESIGN PROTECTION COUNCIL
Theonly national organization exclusively dedicated totpaing designers' rights
Principal, Juxtapose Design

Adjunct faculty, New Hampshire Institute of Art

Author, Getting Grassroots Galvanized

RIDE (Residential Interior Design Exam) Certifietl0%105

Professional Member - Association of Design Edwucati

V.P. Government Relations, National Kitchen andhB&ssociation NE



